Pride

“It’s time we work together, and
that we work through/despite our
differences. It’s important to stay
true to our political goals, but we
need to be able to compromise
and be able to come together as a
community and do the work that
needs to be done: educate, raise
awareness, organise & mobilise,
etc. Our egos cannot stay in the
way of our work.”
Jessica LimA Ljubljana Pride

Happy (critical)
Pride 2018 everyone!
For the summer months most of our social media feeds are full of
posts about Pride. It’s Pride Month, and for a lot of people,
that’s great!
I’ve seen so many happy people celebrating, some posting about
their personal and collective achievements due to their respective
Pride parades, parades that took place for the very first time this
year and of course also those that got cancelled and where people
got arrested for organizing or participating in Pride parades. Most
news were positive. These posts all came from friends and people
I’ve connected with through mutual activism; they live all over the
world and do amazing work.
On the other hand, almost all of my friends and contacts from
Germany and the US only post critically about Pride: the rainbow
flag not being inclusive, the selling-out of Pride, the racism, the
anti-semitism, the pinkwashing and so much more. I love all of
these people and value their opinions equally. So sometimes I
find it hard to position myself between these two poles, both of
which I understand and agree with.
Last year, I went to the Pride parades in Sofia and Montenegro
and saw firsthand what the Pride meant to people. I saw how
important and what a huge step it was to have police support, to
be allowed to march and to have your safety protected. I also know
what it means for people to have businesses publicly support you
in places where most families would not accept you if you came
out. I feel incredibly lucky that I had a chance to learn about this
and to meet so many lovely people when I was invited to show
TQU’s #TheGalleryProject in both of these places.

Until then, I never cared much about Pride parades and was
definitely on the criticizing end. My experiences with Pride
parades in Germany made me uncomfortable. They were
dominated by white gay men, a party without much political
course and the companies and politicians on the floats celebrating
Pride weren’t doing anything for the rights of the LGBTQI
community the rest of the year. It was never a place where I saw
my struggles represented or felt safe or even welcome.
So I wanted to explore these different pictures that I had of Pride
and I wanted to do this in a way that anyone else interested could
profit from it too. And I wanted to conduct it in a way that would
highlight the people behind the Prides, the people that put hours
of work, if not their whole lives into making these events happen,
but are hardly ever seen or recognized by the participants.
You can find #FacesOfPride on Instagram and Twitter and you can
read the full interviews on TQU’S website. Faces of Pride is made
up of a lot of extraordinary people making the most amazing
things happen. I cried many times reading their wise and kind
words, and feel humbled that they answered my questions.
I’m very glad to present to you this little zine full of hope, full of
love and strength, full of power and the will to make a difference.
As for myself, I will keep criticizing mainstream prides for
their hypocrisy, racism, anti-semitism, pinkwashing, capitalist
exclusion, etc. wherever necessary while at the same time
supporting all of those for whom Pride is an amazing tool to
strengthen their rights and visibility, and a moment of relief in
hard times. I encourage you to do the same, so that we can all be
proud together.
Love and strength and solidarity to all of you,
Verena, founder of TQU
All original interviews can be found on
transnational-queer-underground.net/category/faces-of-pride/

Faces of Pride

I’m Thanos Vlachogiannis and 37 y.o.
I’m a founding member of Thessaloniki
Pride, which was founded in 2012. In
those very few moments when I’m not
busy organizing Thessaloniki Pride, I try
to eat well and exercise.

“In my free time I like to
work in the garden. Planting
and patiently tending to
plants as they grow gives me
a great sense of pride and
is also a sort of metaphor
for my work. Liberation
can’t be rushed if it is to be
sustainable. But it must also
be deliberately tended to.
Weeds must be stridently
removed or they will choke
and eventually kill the
growing plant.”

My name is Maurice Tomlinson and I’m 48 y.o.
I’m the founder of Montego Bay Pride (founded
in 2015) and working for it all year round. I’m also
a senior policy analyst with the Canadian HIV/
AIDS Legal Network, which has been the major
donor towards Montego Bay since its inception.
I lead the Legal Network’s Caribbean initiatives
challenging homophobia and HIV in the Caribbean.
This involves legal challenges to anti-gay laws,
organizing public dialogues with faith leaders
about LGBT human rights; conducting police LGBT
sensitivity trainings; delivering capacity building
exercises for local LGBT and HIV NGOs; preparing
reports to local, regional and international bodies
on the situation for LGBT people in the Caribbean;
working with Caribbean diaspora groups and
individuals to encourage them to support LGBT
liberation in their home countries; working with
international leaders so that they can effectively
support local LGBT activists; and of course more
visibility campaigns, such as Barbados Pride, which
we organized in addition to Montego Bay Pride.
My name is Rosanna Flamer-Caldera, I’m 62 y.o.
I am the founder of Pride in Sri Lanka which is 14
years old and I am the Executive Director of EQUAL
GROUND, the only LGBTIQ organization working
for equal rights for all members of the LGBTIQ
community here in Sri Lanka. In my free time, I like
to do photography.
My name is Kaye Ally and I’m 42 y.o.
I got involved with volunteering
for Johannesburg Pride in 2013
and I’m an IT professional
when not organizing Pride.

I’m Viktória Radványi, and I’m 22 y.o. I
have been involved with Budapest Pride
since 2015. When I’m not organizing Pride,
I’m a band manager and an online
marketing coordinator. In my free time I enjoy
contemporary exhibitions, spending time in nature,
reading, watching movies, exploring small local
bands, drinking cheap instant coffee, and eating
fake-nutella straight from the jar.
I’m Slavco Dimitrov, 34 y.o. I have been involved
with Skopje Pride Week since the very beginnings,
6 years ago when the festival started. The first
years it was a very small and modest set of events,
mainly community based. I’ve been curating
the festival since 2016. When I’m not organizing
Pride, I’m working as a programme coordinator at
the Coalition MARGINS, where my tasks include
advocacy with different stakeholders, cooperation
and work with different state institutions (police,
social workers, health professionals etc.), working
with media, initiating and conducting different
researches related to different aspects of the queer
community etc. I’m also doing a lot of academic
research and writing, in the field of queer theory,
gender and cultural studies, political philosophy
etc, and am currently working on my PhD. But I also
like to hang out with my friends and to party.
I’m Ilisapeci Raileqe, 43 y.o. I have been
an active volunteer for Fiji’s LGBTQI+
movement since 1998. Now I’m the
Western Chapter’s (geographical division)
Coordinator for the Rainbow Pride
Foundation overseeing the work in 7 towns/
clusters within this chapter. I’m involved in raising
awareness and advocacy in communities around
LGBTQI+ rights including their inclusion in disaster
risk reduction and humanitarian response work. In
my free time I host Talanoa sessions during “kava”
drinking session with my families, friends, LGBTIQ
friends and sex worker friends, and I use these
spaces to share the information that I have around
work on human rights, LGBTQI+ rights and disaster
risk reduction.

“In 2016 we decided
to make Skopje Pride
Weekend a high profile
arts and cultural festival,
that would become a
platform for presentation
of some of the most
important contemporary
queer and feminist artists,
and contest the hegemonic
heteronormative
organization of our
society.”

My name is Lasia Casil. I am a
transgender woman from Guam
and I am in my 40’s. I co-organized
the first Guam Pride event in 2016
with a bunch of friends. It was a
small event on the beach with a DJ,
cultural performers, drag queens
and a bonfire. In 2017 I formalized
the organization Guam LGBT
Pride and started to reach out to
sponsors and the local community
to participate and support the
LGBTQ+ community on Guam.
It was a challenge because Pride
had never been celebrated out in
the open before on the island. The
2nd Annual Guam Pride March
& Beach Festival had double the
sponsors and participants than
we had the first year. When I’m
not organizing Pride I’m currently
also running for a seat as Senator
in the 35th Guam Legislature and
manage a non-profit called Save
Southern Guam advocating against
irresponsible development on my
beautiful island home, Guam. I
also design my own jewelry line,
Infinite Charm, based on my
travels around the world. I love to
travel. I’ve lived in Tokyo, Munich,
London, New York, Los Angeles,
Bangkok and now I’m back in
Guam. I love being in nature,
hiking, scuba-diving, cooking and
exploring new cultures.

My name is Radoslav
Stoyanov and I’m 30
y.o. I’m a member
of the organizing
committee of Sofia
Pride since 2012. My
responsibilities include
negotiating with the
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I’m Anil Persaud and I’m 21 y.o. I’m SASOD’s
Homophobia(s) Education Coordinator, and
organizing Pride is just one part of my job. A
lot of my work is based in sensitization and
education while also hosting activities for the
LGBT community to enjoy a safe space in which
they can build rapport with others and learn in
very informal ways. I’m also a Social Work student
at the University of Guyana and while my job can
be very demanding, I am still striving to maintain
excellent grades and performance on campus. I
focus a lot of my work on campus on addressing
LGBT affairs and by extension, the impact of
poverty on discrimination and vice versa. I also
enjoy spending time with friends and family and
encourages everyone to build good social circles
as they function as great support systems when
you are faced with difficulties.
I’m Kenneth J. Miller, 62 y.o. I have been involved
with Phuket Pride since 2011. When I’m not
volunteering for Pride I am the General Manager
for a gay-friendly hotel. I also volunteer for an
NGO which works to provide a safe home for
Thai women and children who are affected by or
infected with HIV/AIDS.
My name is Lara Özlen
and I am 26 years old. I
have been involved with İstanbul
Pride organization since 2016. Before
that, I was a regular in the marches
as well until the ban in 2015. I’m also
a freelance video editor, because
I studied Film in my BA and do
workshops with refugee children in
İstanbul. In my free time I like to watch
movies (old habits never die) and read.
I’m Eva Jóa and I’m 31 y.o. I have been involved in organizing the Reykjavík
Pride Parade since 2010 and became head of security in 2011. When I’m not
organizing Reykjavík Pride, I am in school studying to become a teacher and
work part time at a nursing home. And when I’m not studying or working I
read, hang out with friends and family, catch up on my episodes and watch
soccer. I’m a huge DC Comics, Marvel, Buffy, Angel, Harry Potter and Friends
nerd, so any time I gets to watch, read or talk about any of those I’m good.

I’m Stévia Arthur and I am 32 years old.
I have been advocating for a Barbados
Pride since 2012, and an attempt at
creating a Barbados Pride was made
in 2015. Despite all the setbacks, we had
our first successful Barbados Pride in November
2017. I also run a psycho-social academic charity
for at risk youth and/or kids with special learning
needs and I am an independent advocate for
LGBTQIA+ rights in Barbados. In my free time I
enjoy relaxing with my wife, watching a good movie
or sitcom with our favourite snacks.
My name is Tin and I am 29 years old. I joined Hong
Kong Pride in 2009 as a volunteer and became one
of the core organizers 3-4 years ago. I also work for
Rainbow of Hong Kong, where I’m mainly handling
administrative work and frontline counseling. In my
free time I like learning personal growth from my
friends and singing.

“I don’t really differentiate
between free and work
time. I am a man full of
passions, and my closest
friends are intense as well,
full of stories and things
to do.”

My name is Hadi Damien, 29 y.o. I initiated Beirut
Pride in May 2017, and I have since been involved
with it. I am a theatre maker, a curator, and a
university lecturer invested in research. I also
design and organise cultural, sport, commercial and
political events for both the public and the private
sectors. I don’t consider what I do to be work, in
the sense of it being a beast eating me up. I see
myself as someone who makes ideas and reflexions
come to life, jumping from a project to another,
then going back to a previous project to maintain
it and enhance it, often operating many initiatives
at the same time. This intensity is paramount:
it motivates people around me, keeps the pulse
vibrant, and fuels dreams. All days are working
days, and all days are holidays. I can, at anytime,
read books, do sports, see my friends, and party
hard. Contemplating a painting could inspire me for
a project, so I take a paper (or my smartphone) and
write down ideas and thoughts, thinking of how to
bring them to life. Here, balance is capital, and selfdiscipline is paramount. Anytime is quality time
with myself, in the company of others or not. This is
why I also need time alone to unwind and recharge.

Hi! This is Evie Wu. I’m 30.
I joined ShanghaiPRIDE at the
end of 2012 and helped with
translation and theatres the
following year. I organized
ShanghaiPRIDE Theatre Festival
from 2014-2015, and work on Brand
Management & Communication since 2016. We all
have our full time jobs. Besides, we start organizing
ShanghaiPRIDE at least 8 months earlier which
means most of the time we are with pride. The rest
of the time, when we meet, we will still discuss
how we can improve our management, event
experience, and partner relationships to make a big
influence in Shanghai and make it more diverse.
My name is Julia Maciocha, I’m 24 y.o. and I’m in
the Parada Równości/ Equality Parade Team since
4 years. At first I was a volunteer, then coordinator
of volunteers, since two years I’m the president
of the foundation which is organizing the march
and party. As my work for Parada Równosci is as a
volunteer, I have to work to have something to eat.
I work for Feminoteka Foundation which is an NGO
focusing on helping women who have experienced
violence. This means that I barely have time for my
family, not to mention myself. If I’m visiting my
Mom I spend time in the woods with my dog – it
really calms me down. When I’m in Warsaw, I try
to spend as much time as I can with my friends.
My family and friends are always laughing that it’s
easier to meet with the pope than with me.
I’m Emiel Wijnberg, 43 y.o. and I organize Winter
Pride Maspalomas and Maspalomas Pride in May
which exists since 2001. In 2014 the idea of Winter
Pride was born and has grown since than with
double figures. Today it’s welcoming over 50.000
visitors from all over the world. In fact it has grown
so fast that the small team of organizers practically
needs the entire year to plan the event. In my free
time I love going to the Gran Canaria’s capitol Las
Palmas: I’ll visit one of the nice beaches, drive into
the mountains, or visit one of the
old villages or bodegas.

“ShanghaiPRIDE
has become a
super important
thing in my life.
In my freetime I
like reading and
traveling.”

“Two days before
this year’s Parade,
I was defending my
master’s thesis, so
this year was quite
intense. But now I
have a Masters in the
protection of wild
animals.”

“Barbados Pride came off well, with interest
mainly being shown by other LGBT persons,
advocates and allies, so we knew there was
interest on the ground. We had our first
official Barbados Pride in 2017, retaining some
of the members of the pilot Pride Committee,
and making it an affair owned by the LGBT
community, for the benefit of the LGBT
community.”

My name is Alexa Hoffmann, 24 y.o. I was involved with
Barbados Pride ever since the first pilot committee was
assembled in 2015. That initiative was to test the waters to see
how feasible an LGBT Pride weekend would be in a social climate like Barbados,
which is often fueled by religious rhetoric speaking vehemently against LGBT
persons, and boosted by imported “Murder Music” advocating just that – the
violent deaths of LGBT persons. When I’m not organising Barbados Pride,
I’m either drowning myself in work as a legal assistant or traveling to other
countries to further my advocacy efforts not only on behalf of the wider LGBT
community, but as the founder and director of Trans Advocacy & Agitation
Barbados especially focusing on advocating for the social equality and equity
of Trans persons. My work in TAAB has ranged from efforts in sensitising the
Royal Barbados Police Force on how to interact with members of the LGBT
community, particularly when there are complainants of abuse and violence,
to impromptu “Flash Stands” held opposite the parliament buildings in
Bridgetown, Barbados’ capital city. The Flash Stands are an opportunity to get
people to stop and reflect on those who are mistreated because of differences
in diversity, and to encourage our society to change the way they see and treat
LGBT persons. Being that I’m a workaholic, I don’t always have much free time,
but when I do, I usually spend that time watching documentaries on historical
matters, crime and law (I’m a Forensic Files freak), listening to music (I’m a
sucker for the likes of Celine Dion, Michael Jackson, Kenny G. and Tina Turner,
to name a few) and engaging in anything that’ll give me a hearty laugh, whether
I’m posting outrageous comments on discussions with friends, watching
comedy shows (Kathy Griffin and Gabriel Iglesias for the win!) or just looking
up dumb stuff that will make me cackle in disbelief.
My name is Francesco and I am 34 y.o. I have been
involved with Milano Pride since 2012. When I’m not
organizing Milano Pride, I am an engineer and I work in
the IT department of a multinational company. In my
free time I am an activist for a section of Arcigay (the
main Italian LGBT+ association) which goes to schools
to speak to teenagers about bullying, diversity and
homo- and transphobia. Besides that I do love traveling,
going to the gym and hanging out with my friends.

My name is Jessica Lima and I’m 25 y.o. I have been
involved with Ljubljana Pride since 2016. When
I’m not organising Pride, I’m working – I have two
part time jobs, and organize Pride as a volunteer in
my scarce free time. I feel that I work to have the
possibility to dedicate myself to what is really my
passion: LGBTIQ+ and feminist activism, hence,
Pride. I’m also part of a feminist choir and a queerfeminist collective (Rdeče Zore).
My name is Czeslaw Walek and I am 43 years old.
I’ve been involved with Prague Pride since 2011 when
Prague Pride was established. I am the Chairman
of the organization. The summer festival is not the
only activity of Prague Pride organization. We run
several programs throughout the whole year. So my
schedule is always full even after the Pride is over –
fighting for marriage equality in the Czech Republic,
educating kids in schools about homophobic
bullying, talking to employers about LGBT workplace
diversity, preparing the AIDS run in May… and that
goes on and on until next Pride.
I am Sothy Linda and my nickname is Tin. I’m 31
years old. I joined Cambodia LGBT PRIDE for the
first time in 2017 as participant. Then in 2018, I
joined Cambodia LGBT Pride as a general support
assistant. I am also LGBT. I help with the logistic and
organizing pride week. I am a full time staff of Rock
Cambodia as a general support assistant. In my free
time I like to plant fruit trees or flowers and go for
walks with my family.

“In my free time
I like jogging,
travelling and
spending this little
spare time with my
hubby. He is Dutch
so we got married in
Netherlands. Sadly
the Czech state
doesn’t recognize
us as a married
couple.”

for
you

Just be yourselves, there’s no better way to live
your life.
EVA JÓA REYKJAVIK PRIDE

Never give up, it gets better and better!

THANOS VLACHOGIANNIS THESSALONIKI PRIDE

We are not alone, be brave, don’t be afraid toEVIEbeWUyourself!
SHANGHAI PRIDE
You are never alone, we’re still here in every corner of the city!
LARA ÖZLEN ISTANBUL PRIDE

Don’t turn a blind eye to the plight of the LGBT+
community in Africa. Africa needs your support!

KAYE ALLY JOHANNESBURG PRIDE

Celebrate life.
EMIEL WIJNBERG MASPALOMAS WINTER PRIDE

A lot has been done until now, but a lot still has
to be done! Let’s stay alert, proud and inclusive
and let’s spread the spirit of Pride everywhere!
FRANCESCO MILANO PRIDE
Don’t be complacent, always fight for what you want
and never give up the struggle. No matter
where you are.
ROSANNA FLAMER-CALDERA COLOMBO PRIDE

Never stop fighting for your rights.
KENNETH J. MILLER PHUKET PRIDE

Together we are powerful, working together, we can
improve our quality of life. Stand strong together, speak
out against oppression, no matter the oppressor. Visibility
is liberty and knowing we have the strength of an entire
community behind us, makes it less scary to be visible.
STÉVIA ARTHUR BARBADOS PRIDE

We are not alone, we have a community, please come out so
you can be free. Our rights are Human Rights and you can be
who you are and do what you want, it is all in our nature!
SOTHY LINDA CAMBODIA PRIDE

Be true to who you are and don’t be afraid to let your true
colours shine. Build strong support systems and focus on your
dreams and aspirations. Education is vital and staying in school is
important in ensuring that you can lead healthy, authentic lives.
Finally, never be afraid to reach out – persons like me, are always
available to lend assistance and you should take advantage of the
opportunities at your disposal, keeping in mind that while it may
still seem difficult to live authentically in 2018, there is constant
change and the atmosphere is better than it has ever been before.
ANIL PERSAUD GUYANA PRIDE

Stand up for each other! Be patient, don’t expect
to change the world in one day. Show solidarity,
support other oppressed groups and listen to
their voices. Focus on the things you have in common
instead of fighting over ideological differences.
Take care of yourselves and look outVIKTÓRIA
forRADVÁNY
yourBUDAPEST
peers.
PRIDE
To all the LGBTIQ communities, please let us support each
other and be proud of who we are. I believe we go through
many forms of discrimination, stigma, violence and many
of us have experienced mental, physical and psychosocial
issues as a result of the aggressive actions around us, and
so with the little we have and the spaces we are exposed
to – like the Pride March – let’s utilize it fully to raise a
collective call and awareness to bring about change,
acceptance, love, respect, and we must
persevere.
JULIA MACIOCHA WARSAW PRIDE
Please stop pushing other people back in the closets. We all
spent too much time in there already. Trans people, bi people,
drag queens – we are all one big family. Embrace and be proud of
your LGBTQ+ community, your LGBTQ+ history, your LGBTQ+ culture.
ILISAPECI RAILEQE FIJI PRIDE

Everyone can do something
in their daily life to bring
about change. I am talking
here about the liberation
of LGBTIQ people around
the world. A donation, some
volunteering, or even just your
informed decision when you
vote in elections can bring
about change. Stay informed
and stay alarmed. And don’t
forget your brothers and
sisters that might not be
living a life as happy as yours.
Many of us live in bubbles
where being LGBTIQ is fine.
In more than 70 countries in
the world, people like us are
still prosecuted by their own
governments. We should not
forget them and we should
work on bringing liberation
everywhere.

RADOSLAV STOYANOV SOPHIA PRIDE

This is a global struggle and until we are
all free, then none of us are free. While
acknowledging that there is still work to do in
the global north, which must be attended to,
we need to get involved in any way that we can
to assist those countries who are still lagging
far behind. This starts with contacting these
groups and asking what help they need.
We in the global south need support, not
salvation, from our global north LGBT allies.
MAURICE TOMLINSON MONTEGO BAY PRIDE

We cannot move forward if we do not continuously
educate ourselves. We need to read, to read a lot, to
know history, to draw parallels with similar paths,
and to be aware of the economical and geopolitical
dynamics we live, so we will be able to construct a
vision, a strategic programme, and be the future.
We also need to embrace diversity. While we often
expect others to acknowledge diversity, we stir away
from it ourselves. Focus on what brings us together,
and don’t sweat the small matters: people give what
they have. Human beings are extremely rich, do
not relegate them into labels. It never works. Be
sensitive to your surroundings, always open channels
of communication, and be generous, extremely
generous. Be kind, yet firm, and trust that we are
moving forward, no matter what. It is called evolution.
We will get there, for we are genuine and authentic.
Also remember that LGBTIQ+ individuals are in all
social classes, linguistic categories, professional
circles, religious groups, political affiliations, cultural
environments, etc. They are practicing and operating
in all spheres, and this is the biggest asset to capitalise
on to move forward. Give people tools to feel
empowered, and remember that the future is bright,
no matter what, and that love always wins.
HADI DAMIEN BEIRUT PRIDE

Please have faith. It gets better. You are not alone. The wonderful thing
about being part of our community is that we are able to create our own
families when our real ones turn us away. Find your tribe. They’re out
there and they are also looking for you.
LASIA CASIL GUAM PRIDE

Keep Pride political, do not forget the
legacy of Stonewall, honour those who
enabled us to be fighting out and proudly.
Pride isn’t only about love, Pride is about
basic human rights being respected. When
we engage in affirmations such as ”love is
love”, we’re actually giving power to the
mainstream society to respect us out of
sympathy, not out of the strong belief that
everyone should have the same rights. I
feel that always needs to be said.
Jessica LimA Ljubljana Pride

We cannot, we must not be satisfied with simply beiing
included, meaning assimilated in the major oppressive
institutions and lifestyles of heteronormativity. Our
struggle for justice is a struggle for emancipation
and deep sociopolitical, economic and cultural
transformation, requiring a radical explosion of the
norms of gender and sexuality, and an intersectional
approach and a politics that addresses questions of
class, race, ethnicity and ecology at the same time
as we struggle for gender and sexual equality and
emancipation. Heteronormativity has also always
been co-constituted with a class system of capitalist
exploitation, racial divisions and exclusions on the
grounds of ethnicity, hence fighting sexual and gender
inequality must attend to all these other inequalities
and systems as well.
SLAVCO DIMITROV SKOPJE PRIDE WEEKEND

why
pride

Considering the current local political climate (and by climate I
mean the heaviest populist hurricanes post-soviet Hungary has ever
experienced) human rights activism is crucial. The three main pillars
of the Hungarian government’s narrative – the anti-refugee, the
misogynistic, and the homophobic – are all connected to Pride. NGOs
are being labelled as the enemy of the nation, and the “STOP SOROS” act
is literally threatening NGOs who help refugees with imprisonment. So it
is essential for all of us to stay strong, stand by each others sides,
support each other, and make solidarity one of our most important
values – for which the Pride month is an exceptional opportunity. NGOs
like Budapest Pride, Amnesty International, Helsinki Committee, TASZ
(Hungarian Civil Liberties Union), ect., and the remaining platforms of
free press can be viewed as the remaining symbols of democracy.
VIKTÓRIA RADVÁNY BUDAPEST PRIDE

SKopje Pride Week is the only queer art and cultural festival
in Macedonia, and is one of the rare, if not the only, space
where Macedonian audiences can see queer and feminist
art and cultural productions, hear different lectures
working on queer subjects, and understand queer art
production as an equally relevant part of contemporary
arts and the history of art. Even more, the festival is a great
occasion for national art institutions to host queer artists,
present queer arts and exhibit some of the most relevant
artists today, henceforth building collaboration with these
very traditional and sterile institutions, and breaking the
closed circle of reproducing certain notions of what art
is, and what is the place of gender and sexuality in arts
and culture. Furthermore, considering that the focus of the
SPW is set mainly on performing arts, that take the body
as the major medium for art expression, thus contesting
power by setting the body as the battleground, we take
this festival as direct political and cultural intervention
of the dominant heteronormative sensorium and bodily
discipline of the citizens.
SLAVCO DIMITROV SKOPJE PRIDE WEEKEND

Prides empower and give a huge boost to the self-conFIdence to
LGBTIpeople,whilealsoprovidingasafespaceforself-expression.
THANOS VLACHOGIANNIS THESSALONIKI PRIDE

PRIDE Is a platform to create a positive stance for the LGBT+ community. It is
also important as it is a means to reflect just how many countries marginalize
the LGBT+ community. Johannesburg Pride is dubbed the Pride of Africa as it is
the oldest and the largest Pride on this continent. BUT SADLY South Africa
is the only country in Africa with constitutionally recognized LGBT+ Laws.
KAYE ALLY JOHANNESBURG PRIDE

For us the pride is very important as IT IS the main
tool for visibility FOR OUR community. No other event
of the LGBTIQ community is covered as much BY THE
MEDIA as the pride. Without the pride, Bulgarian
media wouldn’t be talking about LGBTIQ people at all.
RADOSLAV STOYANOV SOPHIA PRIDE

It is important to mainstream our issues,
visualise the LGBTIQ community and give people in
Sri Lanka a taste of Queer culture. It goes very
far to encourage LGBTIQ persons to come out and
feel proud of themselves and also to show Sri
Lanka there is a vibrant LGBTIROSANNAcommunity
here.
FLAMER-CALDERA COLOMBO PRIDE
Prides helped me to come out and they can encourage
individuals to be themselves. it’s ALSO A great PLACE for the
LGBT people and their friends to be together and to support
those who support the community to live with happiness.
SOTHY LINDA CAMBODIA PRIDE

Same-sex marriage was legalized on Guam in 2015. I think it’s important
to get the word out that there is a safe place here in the Pacific
where the LGBTQ+ community can come and feel safe, vacation, relax
and get married. I hope that we can sway closed minds to open up and
inspire those in the neighboring countries and islands in Oceania to
have confidence and stand up for LGBTQ+ rights and equality in their
own communities.
LASIA CASIL GUAM PRIDE

For me it’s important
because it’s gathering
many minorities, not only
LGBTQ people. We have
13 demands and more and
more people are joining
the parade because they
feel this is their celebration
too. It’s only one day in
Warsaw when people can
wear rainbow, hold hands
and be protected by the
police. It’s like a big breath
that we have to hold for
one year.
JULIA MACIOCHA WARSAW PRIDE

Pride serves many important objectives in Jamaica. First, the latest
survey found that over 90% of Jamaicans were homophobic. Research
has shown that, not surprisingly, much of this homophobia is driven
by lack of knowledge about LGBT among the general population. This
ignorance is preyed upon by right-wing religious extremists roots in the
global north to create fear among Jamaicans towards LGBT citizens.
Sadly, this fear has sometimes turned deadly. Pride is therefore an
attempt to safely showcase LGBT people to our society (e.g., through
a film festival, fun pop-up protests, talent show and queer art expo)
because we believe that “visibility is liberty.” People fear what/who
they don’t know. Montego Bay Pride also is an opportunity for the small
LGBT community to share survival strategies, feel empowered knowing
that we are not alone, and show solidarity for each other as we gear
up to face another challenging year in a very hostile environment.
Montego Bay Pride is also a way for international LGBT people and allies
to stand in solidarity with the local LGBT liberation struggle and learn
how they can be most effective to help us. Finally, Montego Bay Pride is
a way to work with state agencies like police and healthcare workers
to build alliances that will hopefully help to reduce the stigma and
discrimination that we experience from those bodies.
MAURICE TOMLINSON MONTEGO BAY PRIDE

Well, walking down the street is a traumatic
experience for many LGBTI Barbadians. At first
glance, Barbadian LGBTQIA+ people appear
to have relatively safe, full lives. Truth is,
physical violence against our LGBTI bodies pales
in comparison to some other countries. However,
many members of the community are subject
to serious verbal, sexual, psychological and
financial abuse. Barbados Pride not only brings
visibility to a community which, despite efforts
in advocacy, remains mostly hidden, but creates a
sense of community and support amongst LGBTQIA+
Barbadians and our allies.
STÉVIA ARTHUR BARBADOS PRIDE

It is important for us to
shout out loud and being
more visible since there
are no legal regulations in
relation to hate crimes or
marriage equality in Turkey.
LGBTI+phobia is real and
concrete here especially
for the individuals who are
more visible on the street.
For the whole Pride Week we
aim to hold a safe place for
LGBTI+ individuals which
is equally important with
the parade. Pride Parade
on the other hand is the top
level of visibility for many
individuals who have been
closeted throughout years.
We aim to make people more
comfortable in their skin and
increase solidarity among us.
LARA ÖZLEN ISTANBUL PRIDE

A Pride is a positive
statement to
society: I am proud
of who I am and I
am here to let the
world know. This
simple but strong
statement is an
act of awareness
and freedom that
elevates diversity
to a social value:
no one is left alone
in our society and
everyone has the
same dignity as a
human being no
matter what their
sex, sexual identity,
sexual orientation
or else.
FRANCESCO MILANO PRIDE

Guyana Pride offers a space for people to
freely express themselves and live their lives
authentically without fear of stigma and
discrimination. This is not only empowering
for the LGBT community but also sends
a strong message to policy makers and
the wider community, expressing that the
LGBT community exists and deserves equal
rights and equal opportunities as human
beings with innate fundamental rights. It is
a means of creative campaigning, offering
sensitization to the public in a less formal
manner than a workshop or a forum.
ANIL PERSAUD GUYANA PRIDE

Ljubljana Pride is important because more
than a parade, we are an association that is
politically active throughout the year: we organise
workshops, international trainings, fundraisers,
and other activities related to youth work, even
though our most visible event is the parade. We
position ourselves as an anti-racist and antifa
organisation, meaning that we very openly make
clear that we are not a typical white, cis-gay
commercial Pride. Because of the exposure the
Pride parade and festival get (in comparison with
other events), we get to gather a lot of attention to
the topics that seem, to us, as the most relevant
for the LGBTIQ+ community. There’s a lot of
power in that.
Jessica LimA Ljubljana Pride

Pride puts a face
of the community
out to the general
public. Pride shows
that those in our
community who
are struggeling
with being LGBT
that they are not
alone. Pride points
to the inequalities
that our community
experiences on a
daily basis. Pride
brings together
those who want to
help in addressing
health or social
issues. Pride
empowers our youth
to be leaders in our
fight for equality.
Pride shows hope.
KENNETH J. MILLER PHUKET PRIDE

In a society such as
Barbados, where religious
ideologies and pop culture
influence prejudice against
LGBT persons, Pride stands
as a statement by those who
participate that they will not
bow to the shame anticipated
by those who are against the
idea of us being treated as
equals in society. It stands
as a rallying cry amongst
ourselves to come together
and support and uplift each
other, thus aiding the mental
and social wellbeing of our
community members in
Barbados, and creating and
strengthening bonds which
will come in handy as we
try to advocate for a better
Barbados for LGBT persons.
ALEXA HOFFMANN BARBADOS PRIDE

What does Pride mean?
Platforms called “pride” are
retrieving a space that was taken
away. Pride is the opposite of
shame, and LGBTIQ+ individuals
have often been subjected to
shame based on their emotions,
feelings and desires. Hindering
individuals in their most natural
and elementary state has led
to discriminations and to hate
speeches and calls for violence.
Prides address all this. They
tackle the shame that was
enforced upon us, and address
it. Therefore, Prides blossom
on the path of emancipation
from this negative conditioning
that yields self-hate and autodestruction. Prides empower.
Prides make you affirmative and
secure. They give you the choice
of being visible, they give you the
choice to come out of the closet.
HADI DAMIEN BEIRUT PRIDE

Fiji Pride is important because it provides a platform
to make the LGBTQI community loud and proud and
very visible in public. It is also a time to celebrate
some hard gains over the years in progressing the
promotion of rights and wellbeing of sexual and
gender minorities. The event also offers a platform for
young LGBTQI+ person[s] to participate in organized
sporting activities – a space that has always been
accessed from members of the community and where
they are free to just be themselves.
ILISAPECI RAILEQE FIJI PRIDE

Gran Canaria and Maspalomas are one of
Europe’s favourite LGTB destinations and
is therefore the ideal place for our visitors
to be who they are. But at the same time
our tropical island is only few hundred
kilometres away from countries on another
continent where being who you are is
neither allowed nor accepted. Winter Pride
Maspalomas celebrates life and at the same
time calls for attention for those less free.
EMIEL WIJNBERG MASPALOMAS WINTER PRIDE

Before 2014, LGBT+ events and issues
were almost invisible in HK society.
HK Pride was quite important as a rare
LGBT+ event in HK. In recent years,
Pink Dot has been quite successful and
more LGBT+ organizations have been
trying to make their issues visible to
HK society. Therefore, we are now in
the time to differentiate so as to attract
more people from different spectrums
in the community.
TIN HONG KONG PRIDE

achievements

When we first started producing Pride, we determined that
HIV/AIDs was and sadly is still a major health issue. There
was no compensative prevention program offered. Mobile
testing was only done once a year for individuals to know
their HIV Status. There was no free condoms available, Thai
sex workers needed to purchase their own. Through hard
work, we got a Condom sponsor to donate over 100K
condoms and lube each year. For four years, we funded
three additional HIV Testing in the gay areas. The rate of HIV
was 25% in 2012 and by 2017, we saw the rate drop down
to 11%. With Prep being introduced in the Gay community The
feeling now is that you can EVEN treat the disease away.
KENNETH J. MILLER PHUKET PRIDE

Páll Óskar is a famous gay singer
and performer here in Iceland and
every year he participates in Pride
and he goes all out. The last time he
participated his team was way behind
schedule for his float, the unicorn,
to be ready in time so he sent out a
Facebook alert asking people to help
him so he could make it. About 40
strangers came together from all
over and helped him so that he made it
just in time. I found that remarkable.
EVA JÓA REYKJAVIK PRIDE

freedom
“After years and years of marching
while surrounded by cordons, we got
fed up. With cordons, you could only
join the march at the beginning and
leave at the end. In spite of marching
in the city centre, attendees were still
separated from society, which is truly
counterproductive to the cause. Cordons
were unnecessary for safety, the police
could protect the march in many other
ways, to us the cordons were symbolic.
So in 2017 we declared that we feel that
we are parading in a cage, and we are
not willing to march among cordons
anymore. The Ministry of Interior ignored
our claim, so during the march, we tore
down the cordons and marched, finally,
in freedom.
That was an achievement no one
expected us to reach. Finally, we decided
how we want to celebrate Pride.”
VIKTÓRIA RADVÁNY BUDAPEST PRIDE

“The most remarkable thing would be the turn of events Beirut Pride 2018
took when I was detained, and its schedule suspended. Beirut Pride 2018
started on May 12 with a celebratory event that pays tribute to parents
who have properly received the homosexuality of their children, who did not
reject them, and who worked to make family a place for everyone. In this
frame, we launched a Beirut Pride initiative addressed to the families and
their children to navigate the intersection of family dynamics and LGBTIQ+.
That day, the opening party of Beirut Pride drew hundreds of people to cheer
for Khansa, Sarah and the Nubatones. A brunch on Sunday gathered many
people, featuring a talk about Trans* in Lebanon, followed by a talk about
masculinity and femininity in the Migrant Community Centre, before the Beirut
Grand Ball took place in the evening. Monday, May 13, was a day of fruitful
meetings, and we announced the Corporate Pledge in the early evening,
another initiative addressing business policies related to LGBT staff and
clientele. The second part of the evening was programmed at Zoukak Theatre
Company, featuring a reading of a play translated into Arabic, a discussion
and a party. However, members of the censorship office at the General
Security came to the theatre hall, informing organisers that the reading
cannot take place. Officers at other security units (namely the general
security, the vice squad, the information unit and the security of the state)
gradually joined them, and after we had a lengthy discussion, two officers
stormed in, tasked with escorting me to a police station for interrogation.
I spent the night in detention, and, the next day at interrogation,
investigators confronted me with an Arabic version of a programme they
claimed to be that of Beirut Pride. It was, in effect, an ill-translation of some
of the events of our programme, instilled with sensational words expressing
debauchery and immorality. After we compared the events circulating in
Arabic with those displayed on the website of Beirut Pride, it was clear the
Arabic programme was a fabricated one. Informed of the investigation details,
the general prosecutor of Beirut decided to suspend all the events of Beirut
Pride that were scheduled until May 20, because of all the buzz they created.
This does not mean Beirut Pride, in its manifold expressions and programmes,
was cancelled. While the suspension of activities is upsetting on the short
term, it does not negatively affect Beirut Pride on the medium and the long
terms. We are now reinstalling the suspended events, while new initiatives
and projects are shaping up. After all, we didn’t start Beirut Pride to stop
at the first obstacle, and obstacles are part of the path. We look at this
happening as a challenge that fuels future initiatives, and not as a failure or
as a setback.”
HADI DAMIEN BEIRUT PRIDE

One of the most remarkable
things for me is the growth of the
community. Our first pride in 2008
was attended by less than 50 people.
In 2017 we had more than 3000.
More and more of these attendants
are teenagers. I can’t imagine what
it must be like to grow up being
represented by such a big and
colorful Pride celebration. I did’t
have that growing up and even now,
so many years later, I can still feel the
pain and emotional scars of growing
up in an environment deprived of
positive images of LGBTIQ people
around me. Seeing how big Pride has
become is very inspiring.
RADOSLAV STOYANOV SOPHIA PRIDE
The manner in which Johannesburg
Pride has grown. We see people
travel from all over the world to
attend and celebrate Pride with us in
Johannesburg. Moving Pride from a
day to an afternoon/ night event also
contributed to our success.
KAYE ALLY JOHANNESBURG PRIDE
Perhaps the most remarkable
thing about Montego Bay Pride is
its exponential growth! We started
with just over 150 participants back
in 2015. By 2017 we had well over
850 attendees, the vast majority of
whom are coming from all parts of
Jamaica. We are pleased that so many
community members are feeling safe
enough to participate in this annual
celebration. We are also excited about
the success of our LGBT film festival,
which grew from one day to 5 days,
and has positive appreciation from
some Fundamentalist Christians who
express that because of this event, for
the first time, they are now able to
see LGBT people in a positive light.
MAURICE TOMLINSON MONTEGO BAY PRIDE

Grow

The most remarkable thing would
This year is the 10th year of pride in
be 2018’s Ljubljana Pride parade,
Shanghai and we are simultaneously
where 2500 to 3000 people
starting CnPRIDE at this moment
gathered in support. This is quite
with grassroots organizations
an achievement for us, because
around Mainland China, that have
Slovenia is a very small country,
developed for years and that now
where we often face reproach and
have the capability to organize a
criticism from within the LGBTIQ+
festival, or an event for their local
community for having such a
community. From May to July,
political and activist-like Pride
the whole community around
festival and parade. Despite these
the mainland can celebrate Pride
challenges, and with a lot of our
TOGETHER!
EVIE WU SHANGHAI PRIDE
own sweat and efforts, not only did
we managed to pull off a festival in
which we didn’t compromise our
political message, on top of that we
also managed to make the biggest
Pride parade in Slovenian history!
Jessica LimA Ljubljana Pride
This years pride is the largest
Colombo PRIDE festival to date. The
number of new faces participating
gives us hope and enthusiasm to
continue our work here in Sri Lanka.
ROSANNA FLAMER-CALDERA COLOMBO PRIDE

wth
The growth of Hong Kong Pride as
an event, and to see how the crowd
changes is pretty remarkable. In
2008 we had 1,000 participants and
now in less than 10 years, in 2017 we
had 10,000 participants. Last year’s
survey revealed approximately 18%
straight people that came to support
their queer friends and family,
which is really a nice thing to see.
LINUS HONG KONG PRIDE
2014 Pride Parade was the longest
and the most crowded march
that anyone has seen in İstanbul.
We estimate attendance being at
approximately 30,000 people. It
was right after Occupy Gezi, and
there were a lot of people from the
opposition.
LARA ÖZLEN ISTANBUL PRIDE

This year our founder Szymon Niemiec, who
organized the first Equality Parades from 2001
on, proposed to his partner at the beginning of the
march. It was a very emotional moment!
JULIA MACIOCHA WARSAW PRIDE

Every day during this week was remarkable: the
opening ceremony and rainbow lighting of the
landmark buildings in the city, Pride Voices talk
show that broadcasted incredible stories of people
who fight for LGBT rights around the world, and of
course the awesome parade where everyone joins
in celebration of love and life surrounded by the
beautiful sceneries of Prague.
czeslaw walek prague PRIDE

I think the most humbling thing is seeing the
youth come out and realize that they finally
have a safe place to be themselves and celebrate.
Last year I gave a presentation at a community
college. After my presentation a young woman
came up to me and wanted to help with the
event. She’s a graphic designer so I asked if she
could help design our logo for this year’s theme
#RainbowIsland. We made t-shirts, stickers,
hats and posters to raise funds for the event.
When I asked her what name she wanted to use
so I could tell everyone she designed the logo
she declined. She said her parents are quite
religious and she was scared of being kicked
out of her home if they found out she is gay.
This broke my heart to find out the same fears I
had 25 years ago when I was her age still prevail
today. On the day of the Pride event she showed
up with a couple of her friends. I could see her
eyes light up attending her first Pride event.
Since that day I’ve noticed her slowly coming out
publicly on her Facebook page.
LASIA CASIL GUAM PRIDE

The response to the events was remarkable,
though rain did hinder attendance at some
of the events, the interest in participation
was there. And the persons who signed
up for the march and the small business
expo was wonderful. The attendance at
all the events not affected by rain was
truly inspiring, we saw members of the
community who usually stay hidden,
actually participate and bring their friends.
STÉVIA ARTHUR BARBADOS PRIDE

Firsts

This was the first ever
Pride March organized
by any LGBTQI+
organisation here in Fiji,
and the permits were
being granted by the Fiji
Police Force for the first
time, after years of being
declined on having such
organized marches. That
is a milestone in itself – as
it shows some little hard
gains – due to increased
awareness raising and
advocacy that has filtered
through these domains.
ILISAPECI RAILEQE FIJI PRIDE

It was the second edition of Winter Pride Maspalomas in 2015 when the Pride Walk
was organised for the first time. The Walk was planned at 6pm, right after the
famous “11th of the 11th”, the official start of the German Carnaval with a
spontaneous gathering of thousands of people on the Maspalomas Gay Beach.
Everything was planned and organised including a large truck with enormous
sound system, live artists, DJs, security etc. When it was 5:45pm. the starting
point was still completely empty. We were getting so nervous and thought it
would be a total disaster and nobody would show up. Than when it was 18:00
suddenly thousands of people came all at the same time from all directions
and the first Pride Walk became a big success within a few minutes. This year we
expect to welcome over 15.000 participant in the 4th edition of the Pride Walk.
EMIEL WIJNBERG MASPALOMAS WINTER PRIDE

The Guyana Pride Festival 2018 was undoubtedly a remarkable experience in its entirety.
It saw groups and individuals coming together, working cohesively to implement not just
one or two, but eight consecutive days of activities. There was a total of nine individual
activities for the Pride Festival including: a games day, a health fair, an inter-faith session
and even an open mic performance night. However, for me, the most remarkable event was
definitely our first ever Pride parade which was the first in the entire English speaking
Caribbean. Intense planning went into the Pride Parade and everything was done using the
formal protocols that are required. There was expressed permission granted from the
Minister of State, the Assistant Commissioner and Commander of A Division of the Guyana
Police ForCe and the Town Clerk of Georgetown to host this parade. One of the most
fulfilling elements of the parade was the support received from the police force, as
there is some existing disparity between the LGBT community and the police. Regardless of
this disparity, the force was extremely professional and provided quality security and
protection throughout the parade. The parade was practically incident free and whilst I
insured that there were protocols in place for incidents of violence, we were not forced
to resort to any of these means. The LGBT community truly marched with pride in their
veins as it was not only a parade but it was a movement and a clear statement – we
exist and we deserve rights, like any other human being.
ANIL PERSAUD GUYANA PRIDE

Both the pilot Pride and the inaugural Pride went without
incident – we were able to secure police presence for the
first time ever. LGBT Walk for Human Rights in the anglophone
Caribbean, and had their full support and assistance during
the event, and we did not deal with any interruptions such as
gatecrashing or counter protesting by religious organisations.
ALEXA HOFFMANN BARBADOS PRIDE

The pride event kicked off with a movie night on 17th May (IDAHOTB)
titled “Prayers for Bobby” which was officiated by the former
President and head of state of the Republic of Fiji, His Excellency,
Ratu Epeli Nailatikau. He is also a traditional high chief and
before he became the head of state, he was the former speaker
of the House of Representatives and former Commander of the
Republic of Fiji Military Forces. He is a patron and an Ambassador
for the Rainbow Pride Foundation. His continued support for
LGBTQI Rights in Fiji is testament of a truly inclusive leader that
he is and we are hopeful that many who hold such positions
in society will follow suit. Additionally, many of those who
watched the movie were brought to tears by Bobby’s character
and experience in the movie, and parents who accompanied
their LGBT children to the movies were MOVED to tears and
vowed to treat their children with more respect and dignity.
ILISAPECI RAILEQE FIJI PRIDE

The trademark of Milan Pride are its flash
mobs which are held at the end of the parade: in
2014 we created an expanse of hearts held in
the hands of the thousands of participants to
show to Italy the power of our love and in 2015
we held a similar sign with the world “Sì” (Yes),
to push our Prime Minister to approve the first
law for civil unions in our Parliament… which was
signed
the next year before the Pride of 2016!
FRANCESCO MILANO PRIDE
one remarkable thing about HONG KONG Pride to
me is that we shift social actions to community
participation and from no one answering press
interviews to many participants willing to answer.
TIN HONG KONG PRIDE

Cambodia LGBT PRIDE is entirely organized
through Facebook and their website. This year over
65 participants and 15 local authorities from 21
provinces and cities came together for one day of
events. This year the chief of the Kandal province
gave us a place to hold our pride and we held it on a
public garden in front of the riverside in the city of
Takmao. We could see that many local authorities
and participants were involved in creating an LGBT
friendly venue. In all, over 200 people came to the
event. Since we only have one big event during
the year, we invite all the government officials
and people who work related to LBGT human
rights such as Cambodia Human Right Committee
(CHRC), Ministry of Women’s Affairs, Ministry
of Culture and Fine Arts and the embassies in
Cambodia (Thailand, Vietnam, Sweden,…). They
and others joined our pride. Most came to help and
give advice to LGBT. I liked what H.E. Keo Remy of
Cambodia Human Right Committee said:
“Some say that LGBT ruin the culture and tradition,
but that’s not true. We ask you to please open your
minds and hearts to accept that LGBT people are not
spoiling our culture and tradition, it’s in their nature
and therefore we should accept it. While making
progress, our (Cambodia) law has not yet recognized
same sex marriage. There is no punishment here,
like in our neighboring counties or in other places
in the world. Prime Minister Hun Sen supports
our cause. But the most important thing is that we
should continue to raise awareness. I would like to
remind LGBT’s parent, to please open their heart to
feel empathy towards their LGBT children because
they are not an embarrassment to their families.”
SOTHY LINDA CAMBODIA PRIDE

We were able to receive diplomatic support, as the Canadian
High Commissioner in Barbados graciously agreed to host the
launching ceremony of Barbados Pride, and showed a great
interest in supporting our endeavours. Her Excellency Marie
Legault attended our movie night during the inaugural Pride,
and she has even lent her presence and support as we
launched a Petition with the Inter-American Commission on
Human Rights regarding legislationS which criminalised various
forms of intimacy, but was mainly used to target LGBT persons.
While the Petition is not related to Pride, the fact that we had
the Canadian High Commission’s support subsequent to Pride
is an example of some of the bonds and connections which are
created through Pride.
ALEXA HOFFMANN BARBADOS PRIDE
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What is Transnational Queer Underground e.V.?
OUR VISION
A world where everyone can be free.
We believe that no person is free while there are others that are not.
We want to work towards creating that freedom for all.
WHAT DOES FREEDOM MEAN TO US?
No wars. Protecting our earth.
No more power to aggressors that make you fear for your life.
No discrimination or oppression that makes you fear for
your physical or mental well-being.
Financial independence. Equal access to resources.
Mindful use of our resources.
Freedom of movement. No borders. No visas. No asylum.
Freedom to love, believe and express yourself however you want
– as long as that is providing that same right to everyone else as well.
OUR NAME
Transnational as in creating a network and establishing links beyond borders.
Taking global responsibility. Empowering people everywhere to let their voices
be heard. Because we’re only as strong as we are together.
Queer as in fighting for the right for everyone to live the life they desire without
facing discrimination.
Underground as in the place where the best ideas and practices are born. It’s
where we empower ourselves. This is where we keep working on creating the
future that we want to live in.
OUR MISSION
Creating and maintaining transnational-queer-underground.net as an
online platform, that provides useful information for the community and
anyone interested. Keeping this platform inviting and encouraging for people
to participate, to come out and to find their voice. Organizing public and
private events, such as workshops, lectures, exhibitions, concerts, seminars,
exchanges, etc. Publishing books, zines, posters, etc. A membership program
for cultural and political activists to get in depth support and to participate in
transnational projects and collaborations. Members can also take an active role
in setting TQU’s agenda. We are new. This is just a beginning.
Our mission might change over time, our vision won’t.
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I like the diverse queer audience that comes
together at Pride, breaking the barriers
coming from class, gender and ethnicity. It’s
a place where we can be with people who do
not identify as strictly queer, which are usually
isolated from the social and cultural practices
of our community. We come together to see the
artists we’ve brought to Skopje, people that
have marked the history of art, and queer art
in particular, such as Vaginal Davis, Cassils,
del LaGrace Volcano, and David Hoyle. Also
remarkable, but not pleasant was the violence
and the attacks on the LGBTI Support Center
the first year we organized the Skopje Pride
Week, in 2012.
SLAVCO DIMITROV SKOPJE PRIDE WEEKEND
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A big thanks to all who have participated in these interviews. You
are doing amazing work and we hope you enjoy reading this zine
and see it as a sign of appreciation of your work.
You can find all original interviews on
transnational-queer-underground.net/category/faces-of-pride/
Thanks to Anna Geary-Meyer, Chandra Brooks & Jason Harell for editing!

Yes, it gets better, but only if you make a
move to make things better. You don’t have
to make history or be a trailblazer. Every act
of advocacy starts out small, participating in
a protest (even with a mask and a change of
clothes on), asking that hard-hitting question
(or giving an equally poignant statement about
your reality as a marginalised individual) and
directing it at the one religious zealot in the
LGBT panel discussion whom you’ve just had
enough of, even lending a helping hand to that
friend who is trying to better themselves,
but can’t due to stigma and discrimination, that
makes you an advocate, because you’re giving
a voice to yourself and to those who may
otherwise be unable to speak up and stand
up for themselves. Every day you live as you
see yourself and as you are comfortable with
yourself, you are walking in your own truth,
and you resurrect yourself in spite of all
the abuse that may bind you. Injuries heal, lost
earnings are regained, but your self-respect
and mental health are irreplaceable and
very difficult to heal. Fight with your all to
protect those two things, and eventually the
rest will follow. Resilience is the name of
your game.
ALEXA HOFFMANN BARBADOS PRIDE

transnational queer underground

raising our voices

Keeping Pride political.

